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In This Issue
PATRIOTS AT PLAY 

A dream becomes a reality for 
the Academy playground, as 

funds are raised to purchase a 
new play structure.

ACTS OF KINDNESS 
AA student Lane Ratliff is 

featured on NBC12’s Acts of 
Kindness after going above 

and beyond.

MEET JASON MORRIS 
New faculty member and 

varsity volleyball coach comes 
with over 25 years experience 
in the sport and a newfound 

love for the Lord.

TEACHING TAG 
AA teacher Samantha Womack 
heads to Longwood University 

this summer to teach a 
Talented and Gifted (TAG) 

class.

The Road Less Traveled
What did you do over summer vacation? Clay Scott ’13 and a 2017 graduate of 
Va Tech, answered this classic question during his lecture this fall at AA.  Scott 
took the trip of a lifetime this past summer.  And he came back to his alma 
mater to talk about his travels across the major highways and lesser known 
byways of the US.  He inspired students to meet every challenge head-on and 
grab everything life has to offer. 

He actively planned the trip for nearly two years.  It was a 42-day road trip with seven friends. They 
drove across the country to visit national parks including Glacier National Park, in northern Montana.  
“It’s the most wonderful place in the world,” according to Scott.  Sometimes they drove through the 
night; sometimes they hiked overnight̶in fact, they hiked a total of 65 miles with five overnight hikes.  

His trip began when he bought an old school bus from Amelia County in 2015. He and his dad, along 
with help from friends in the community, converted the bus into an RV with a full kitchen and bath 
with shower.  It took two years of careful planning to make the trip.  He turned to crowdfunding and 
raised $3500 for gas̶a major cost 
he needed to find a way to cover.  

The trip was not without its 
mishaps.  The bus broke down in 
the middle of nowhere in North 
Dakota.  Through dogged 
persistence, Scott was able to find a 
shop with the part he needed and 
talk the owner into opening up his 
business̶which was closed at the 
time̶to make his purchase to get 
them back on their way again.   

The experience taught Scott to “be 
the squeaky wheel and never accept 
‘no’ as an answer.”  Never the less, 
he also learned the art of 
compromise and accepting that you 
won’t always get your own way.  
And he learned that people are 
gracious and compromise is 
worthwhile.  

        (continued on page 2) 

Seth and Mom Trisha, Royce and Mom Melissa, and Noah 
and Mom Sherry
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The “Little Buddies” program at Amelia 
Academy matches AA’s youngest students 
with its graduating seniors.  Each senior is 
paired one-on-one with a kindergartner. 

The innovative program was begun years ago and is 
currently overseen by Jennifer Faeth, AA Teacher and 
Director of Guidance.  
“This program is all about kindness and inclusiveness. It 
is fundamental to our belief that our student body at 

AA is one large extended family, where the older 
students naturally look out for the 
younger,“ Faeth said.  
“It engenders responsibility 
and compassion in the 
seniors to participate in 
school programs with 
their ‘little buddies’.”   

The older teens 
universally give the 

program a positive review                

when asked about it.  And the little children feel very 
special and love to see their mentors in the hallways, at 
sports events, and at school wide programs. 

Throughout the year, there are special “Little Buddy” 
events to keep the bond strong.

Back to the Future (continued)

Patriot Review

Scott starts a new job as a Project Engineer for HITT 
Construction in September.  But the bus won’t be parked 
for long.  He’ll be taking it on the road this fall to attend Va 
Tech’s home games.  And he’s already planning more trips. 


Future travels will focus on the incredible natural heritage 
our nation offers.  Seeing wondrous sights and making 
memories are the greatest priority. 


“I don’t need to stay in a nice hotel; I can stay in a car, in a 
tent…” he said.


Scott’s told Academy students to take advantage of every 
opportunity AA offers its students.  


“Say ‘yes’ to everything at Amelia Academy,” he said. He 
told them to get outside their comfort zone, push and 
challenge themselves to try new things.


He added that AA has really great options open to kids who 
care.  He encouraged everyone to try something new and 
let the Academy help shape their future by being active in 
clubs, community service and taking courses that put them 
on a path to pursue their dreams. 


 “AA did me very well,” Scott said.  He went on to say that 
people aren't being pushed as much anymore and that 
pushing yourself to achieve great things will ensure you 
actually do great and good things with your life. 


His message was inspiring: Unplug from day to day stuff. 
Plan. Accept challenges. Compromise. Live life. See things. 
Create memories. Dream. Travel new roads.

Little Buddies

Rebeecca Arrington (’17) with her buddy Alaina 
Chambers
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Patriots at Play:  Coming Fall 2017
A dream becomes a reality for the Academy playground.  A new play structure has been purchased 
and will be ready for the starts of school this fall.  

Amelia Academy “Patriots At Play” 
playground will soon be a reality.  
For the past few months, a special 
committee comprised of students, 
parents, alumni, staff and patrons 
has been quietly raising funds to 
move forward on a new multi-
purpose outdoor activity area.  
Jennifer Hayghe and Jesse Roberts 
are co-chairwomen of the “Patriots 
At Play” Fund Committee. The 
team did a great job raising money 
quickly for the new playground.  

The new “Patriots At Play” 
playground will address the 
physical development of the 
Academy’s student body, with 
a special emphasis on quality 
playground equipment for 
pre-K, kindergarten, and 
Lower School students.  
Colorful, expandable new 
equipment will be installed 
that is age-appropriate and 
safe for 3-5 year olds, as well as 
older students up to age 12.  

Integral to the plan for “Patriots at 
Play” is a large, decorative 
Memorial Arch, which will be tiled 
with plaques recognizing the 
contributions made by individuals, 
groups, businesses and sponsors 
who donate to AA’s Patriots at 
Play Fund.  

“The Memorial Arch will create a 
truly unique and vibrant entry for 
our “Patriots At Play” center,” 
Chairwoman Roberts said.  

Amelia Academy Class of 2016 
and Amelia Academy Class of 
2017 both gave their senior gifts to 
the “Patriots At Play” Fund 
Committee. Alumni have 
purchased tiles as well.   

Tiles are a nice way to remember 
someone special. A tile was 
donated for a loved one whose 
descendants will play on the new 
playground. Another memorial 
donation was made for Linda 
Duncan, a beloved AA teacher and 
Guidance Counselor who died in 
2015.  Donors can decorate their 
tiles personally. The first tile 
painting event was held at Amelia 
Academy on June 23rd.  

The new equipment arrived on 
June 27.  AA parent, Robert 
Ratliff, is supervising the set-up 
and construction of the site and 
equipment. 

“I think the idea of putting 
together this ENORMOUS structure 
is more than daunting, but Robert 
sees it as a big Lego set!” 
Chairwoman Hayghe commented. 

The new jungle gym that 
includes slides, ladders and 
tunnels will accommodate 
multiple children and activities 
simultaneously. A part of the 
existing playground will be re-
graded and playground-
approved mulch will be 
brought in for the new 
equipment.   

While the committee has 
reached its initial goal to 

purchase the jungle gym, funds are 
still needed for mulch, concrete, 
new basketball hoops, etc.   

Tiles are still available. Anyone 
interested in contributing to 
“Patriots At Play” or seeking more 
information about the project can 
contact Hayghe or Roberts at  
804-561-2270. 

Summer 2017 

Amelia Academy:  Home of the Patriots
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AA Student Featured on NBC 12
When she’s not volunteering in the NBC12 Call12 Center, Retiree Patsy Hughes drives a school bus at Amelia Academy.  
The great grandmother has bonded with a remarkable 10-year-old middle school student leader named Lane.  

Lane is an academic standout, a young 
entrepreneur, and animal rescuer. 
 They’ve become great friends, but Lane 
stunned Patsy when he told her about 
their family connection.  Lane’s 
grandmother and Patsy’s son, Todd, were 
high school sweethearts. On the 25th 
anniversary of Todd’s death, Lane 
showed Patsy decades old prom pictures 

that brought her to tears. They were 
pictures Patsy had never seen, and they 
brought some joy to an otherwise somber 
anniversary.  Patsy was so touched she 
wanted to honor Lane with NBC12’s 
$300 Acts Of Kindness Appreciation 
Award.  
  
http://www.nbc12.com/story/35764273/bus-driver-
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This year, AA 
students in grades 
6-12 will have a 
special opportunity. 

Last year, the school 
initiated an Equine 
Program with an 
academic component 
and one day of riding 
instruction. This year, 
they are planning an 
expansion of the 
program. Students will 
ride multiple times per 
week and participate in 
hands-on learning 
opportunities. They may 
continue this course each 
year with a resulting 
credit in physical 
education or an elective.  

Along with the 
educational objective, 
another goal for the 
program is to participate 

in local horse shows and 
then reach a long-term 
objective of competing as 
a varsity sport. 

During the school-day, 
students will be 
transported by bus to a 
local farm in Amelia 
County, where local 
trainer, Charlie Transue 
of CTC Sport & 
Performance Horses, 
will offer riding and 
experiential instruction 
on alternate days. Mr. 
Transue, has extensive 
experience, which 
includes his tenure as a 
member of the 
coaching staff of 
Rutgers University’s 
equine team. Faculty 
member, Ms. Samantha 
Womack, will serve as 
instructor for the course. 

Riding horses is a fun 
way to maintain fitness. 
The experience offers a 
great opportunity for a 
mind-body connection 
that is so important to 
intellectual development. 
The relationship between 
students and the horses 
they ride offers a unique 
bonding experience. 
Horseback riding can 
also become a lifelong 
pursuit.  

For the upcoming year, 
space is limited to no 
more than 12 students, 
with the possibility of 
more enrollment 
opportunities in the 
coming years. 

Equine Program Grows
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Meet Jason Morris
AA is adding a new member to the Upper School faculty this fall: Jason Morris. Morris will be 
teaching Bible and religion courses to Upper School students and coaching varsity volleyball.   This 
is a new venture for Morris, who is a former Capital One manager.

Morris is well qualified for this new role. Since leaving 
Cap One in the summer of 2016, he has spent his time 
“in the Bible”.  He was baptized on Easter Sunday, 2016, 
and says he spent this last year on a 
sabbatical with the Lord. He calls this 
time his “Advent” period during 
which he has studied the Bible and 
grown in his faith. 

In his AA Bible classes, he plans to 
teach a unique curriculum for each 
grade and class. 

Morris also brings a well-developed passion for coaching 
volleyball to AA.  Over the past 25 years, he has played 
with regional and national teams, on sand and grass.  He 
has coached other youth sports including basketball and 
football. 

About his playing philosophy, he says,  “We are here to 
represent the school in sportsmanship.  We don’t want 
to be out-hustled.” 

When he met with the volleyball 
team, he reiterated these points and 
added,  “We can be as good as we 
want to be.  If we give it our best, 
everything else will take care of 
itself.”  

Morris lives in Amelia with his wife, 
Mary Margaret, and children. They 

attend Love Covenant Church.  Like many faculty 
members, his children attend the Academy. His son, 
Cameron, is a rising seventh grader and was baptized 
this past Easter.  His step-daughter, Willow, is a rising 
first grader. 

Summer 2017 

Amelia Academy:  Home of the Patriots

Jason and family
Jason, wife Mary Margaret, son 
Cameron, and  step-daughter Willow

Jason is an avid outdoorsman when 
away from the classroom, church, and 
volleyball court.  His interests include 
gardening, landscaping, hunting, and 
fishing.  

AA is happy to welcome him as a new 
member of the faculty.  

“We are here to represent 
the school in 
sportsmanship.  We don’t 
want to be out-hustled.”
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AA Faculty 
Member 
Teaches TAG 
This summer, AA faculty member Samantha 
Womack will be teaching a class for the 
Talented and Gifted program for students 
entering grades 4-7 this fall.  The course will 
be taught at Longwood University in Farmville. 

Womack’s class is titled “DNA̶Unlocking Life’s 
Blueprint”. This STEM enrichment class focuses on basic 
genetics with plenty of hands-on projects to stimulate an 
interest in concepts like genotypes, phenotypes and 
inherited characteristics.  

Students will have an opportunity to extract DNA from 
strawberries.  They will ‘breed’ their own insects by 
combining genetic codes.  And they’ll examine their own 
hereditary traits and differentiate between inherited and 
environmental influences.  

Womack will stress 
mathematical principles such 
as basic statistics, percentages 
and probability while 
analyzing data sets to draw 
firsthand conclusions in the 
class. 

It is likely that multiple AA 
students will be attending.
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I want to hear from you!
As the excitement of the new school year is almost upon us, I am 
delighted to take over as the new Director of Development for Amelia 
Academy.  Along with continuing to teach at the Academy, I look forward 
to hearing from you, our alumni.  What have you been up to since your 
graduation from high school?  Where has the road taken you?  What 
memories do we share from our time at the Academy?  As I reach out to 
as many of you as I can, please feel free to email me at 
jhayghe@ameliaacademy.com or call me at the school at 804-561-2270. 

I look forward to the years ahead.  Our future is bright!

Jennifer Hix Hayghe ‘98
The Patriot Review is published by 

Amelia Academy. 
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