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Remembering Eva Scott
Amelia Academy mourns the loss of one of its strongest supporters and 
champions, Eva Mae Fleming Scott.  Eva passed peacefully on March 28, 
2019, and joyfully met her Lord and Savior. 

The embodiment of a patriot in the very sense of the word, Eva was a true 
conservative and a firm believer in limited government who loved her country, 
commonwealth and county.  She exercised these beliefs as she served four 
consecutive two-year terms as delegate in the Virginia General Assembly and 
then broke the gender barrier by becoming the first female elected to the 
Virginia State Senate in 1979.  A fierce defender of the sanctity of life and 
strong supporter of Second Amendment rights, Eva read the bills before voting 
on them and her votes were based on sound constitutional, fiscal, and moral 
judgments.  She took stands others would not touch; her job was not to be 
popular, but to make a difference in the lives of others.  Recognizing her as a 
pioneer for women in politics, the Library of Virginia honored Eva in 2013 by 
naming her a “Virginia Woman in History”. 

Eva was an advocate for children and education.  Concerned with the intrusion 
of the federal government into local school systems, Eva and Leander Scott helped found the Amelia Educational 
Foundation, and Amelia Academy opened its doors in 1964.   

A member of the Amelia Educational Foundation Board of Directors for three decades, Eva was a force for growth 
and stability for our school.  She could be found organizing the plant booth for Amelia Day, planning the Donor 
Banquet, greeting guests at the antique show, beautifying the school’s landscaping or anything else that needed to be 
done to help generate funds or publicity for Amelia Academy.  No task was too tedious or trivial.  She put a lot of 
strength and energy and personal finances into this school.  Eva rarely missed an event at the Academy, from the old 
“clean up day” to graduation and anything in between.  For many years, she didn’t even have a relative enrolled, yet 
she always felt connected to every student.   

Believing the students could build a good and solid future on the foundation they received at Amelia Academy, Eva 
helped establish the school’s objectives and moral standards.  She not only wanted the students to graduate with a 
solid education, she wanted them to take those objectives and moral standards and steadfastly apply them to their 
own lives. 

A woman before her time, Eva Scott was a wife and mother of five children, a pharmacist with her own drugstore, a 
businesswoman in her own right and working with her husband, a statesman, and a newspaper publisher.  A hard 
worker, Eva encouraged a strong work ethic to all those around her by example.  Her entire life was one of leadership 
and service. 

God granted Eva a long life, and she did not waste a moment!  She chose to live a simple life, making the most of 
every day.  Eva made a difference in the lives of others around her, by giving sacrificially, never expecting anything in 
return.  There is a verse that best describes Eva.  II Timothy 4:7 “I have fought a good fight, I have finished my 
course, I have kept the faith.”  

Eva laid the torch down on March 28.  Let us pick up that torch and continue to carry it in her family’s honor and in 
her precious memory.    
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AA wants its graduates to be well-rounded individuals who understand 
the world they inhabit.  One class that actively promotes this 
understanding is Ethics.  This class 
studies ethical theories from Aristotle 
to Kant, natural law to existentialism.   

Students take these theories and 
apply them to their own values, 
today’s political rhetoric, media and 
literature.  The purpose is to make 
our Patriot Nation more conscious 
and conscientious in their everyday 
lives.  

The class hopes to help students 
better understand the relationship 
between motives and consequences and the significance of logic and 
initiative.  

Students engage in special “thought experiments” reflecting on 
behaviors and social expectations̶such as noting every time they lie; 

interactive ethical games like lifeboat ethics and secret Hitler; or 
existential surveys. 

Uniquely, there is no specific 
curriculum in Ethics class. The 
program expands as the students 
engage. Student discussion and 
involvement is the catalyst. It is a 
journey of self-exploration and 
evaluation and an attempt to help our 
students mature and gain insight into 
their own thoughts and beliefs. 

In the future, we hope to explore 
cultural histories that cause diverse 
ethical theories to develop and extend 

the discussion more fully into the areas of world religions and 
literature. 

A Celebration of Friendship

Patriot Review
What’s Happening in… Ethics
Amelia Academy students learn about ethical theories and conduct thought experiments

Four friends from the class of 1986 wanted to have some fun in the 
year they turned 50.  And they did.  This strong bond of friendship is 
common at Amelia Academy.  It is rare that students graduate from AA 
without firm ties to their classmates. 

Sherry Reynolds, Melissa Coleman, 
Charlene Williams & Melissa Dixon 
graduated together and turned 50 together. 
And as lifelong friends sometimes do, they 
planned a trip to celebrate. 

It took them a year or two to get it all 
coordinated.   They needed a place close to 
home, but with a real sense of ‘getting 
away’.  They wanted to go somewhere 
they’d heard good things about and it had 
to be fun.   

They chose a weekend getaway to Mountain 
Lake where they stayed in a cabin  and 

attended a themed event based on the popular movie “Dirty Dancing”. 
The cult classic was filmed there around the time of their graduation.  

There were dance lessons and dance parties 
available to attend. And lots of time to 
reminisce, recall their school days at the 
Academy and just hang out and talk̶as 
lifelong friends do. 

AA played a part in bringing these ladies 
together. Friendships like this are priceless, and 
they continue to develop at the Academy. 
Sherry and Melissa’s sons̶Noah and Royce̶
graduated together in 2017 from AA and are 
carrying the tradition forward into the next 
generation. 

The ladies, along with the class of 1986
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Patriot Profiles
Alumni:  Kim Poore ‘97

The Academy 
proudly 
showcases 
community 
service as a 
Patriot value 
and a time-
honored part 
of its 
curriculum.  
And we’re 
even prouder 
when AA 
Alums ‘pay it 

forward’ long after graduation.  Kim Poore, class 
of ’97, found a unique way to contribute. She 
uses her talents to donate handmade crocheted 
“lovey” blankets for local children’s hospitals.   
She uses old or new stuffed animals that she 
washes well first.  Then she crochets a blanket 
to go around their necks.   In the past two years, 
she has made and donated over 100 security 
blankets and countless preemie caps for babies 
in NICU units and red hats for newborns to 
wear in February to promote heart health 
awareness.  
Her love of crocheting is a fun way to provide a 
community service. And crocheting keeps the 
memory her grandmother, Ernestine Poore, 
close to heart. Ernestine taught Kim to crochet 
and Kim further honed her skills watching 
YouTube videos.  
Kim likes that she can create her pieces 
anywhere, anytime.  And she likes that a sick 
child receives a blanket, handmade with love. “I  
hope my blankets will eventually be handed 
down to the next generation.  Fewer and fewer 
people today find the time to make handmade 
items and I believe it is important for children to 
receive an entirely handmade gift,” Kim said.  
She also wants them to learn a craft that brings 
her such contentment.  To this end, she’s found 
the time to teach friends’ children and AA 3rd 
grader, Jackson Reames, to crochet.  But, it can 
be tough for young hands to master̶mostly 
because it takes patience.  “My hope is that, in 
time, it will become a relaxing hobby for them, 
too”.  
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Student:  Eli Edens ‘21

AA Junior, 
Eli Edens, is 
an 
outdoorsman 
in every 
sense of the 
word.   

For the past 
four years, 
he’s been an 
active 
member of 

the Nottoway Regional 4-H Shooting Sports 
Club and placed first on the Hunters 
Responsibility Test. He shoots skeet and trap 
with a shotgun; targets with a bow and a .22 
rifle. He practices with the club every 
weekend from March-September and 
competes against other clubs in Virginia.   

Eli’s grandparents have contributed greatly 
to his love of the outdoors. This past 
summer, he traveled with them to Glacier 
National Park in Montana where he hiked, 
took boat/bus trips and stayed at the Glacier 
Park Lodge.  They also visited the 
Adirondacks, where he hiked more and 
visited his grandmother’s hometown, north 
of Utica, NY.   

He’s been adventuring with his grandparents 
every summer for years now.  “Initially, we 
stayed in Virginia and visited places like 
Monticello.  As I got older, we travelled 
greater distances to visit Nashville, the Great 
Smoky Mountains, Philadelphia, and 
Yellowstone,” Eli said.   

Eli’s suspects that travel and shooting will 
always be favorite pastimes. And his love of 
the great outdoors is just likely to grow 
stronger with time. 

Staff:  Leah Ray

Leah Ray has 
been teaching 
5th grade at the 
Academy since 
October 2011
̶and Algebra 
classes since 
2013.  She 
came to AA 
with a BS in 
IDLS/
Elementary Ed 
and a MA in 

Teaching from JMU.  Her first class of 5th 
graders graduated this past May as seniors.  
A product of a small private school herself, 
she loves the small class sizes, the family 
environment and the fact that Upper School 
students interact with Lower School students 
daily.  “As a teacher, I appreciate that I’m 
not just “teaching to the test” as so many 
teachers have to do to ensure their students 
pass SOLs in the public sector,” said Ms. Ray.   
She enjoys supporting AA athletics and is the 
official scorekeeper for the Patriot volleyball, 
basketball and baseball teams. Everyone 
knows her. 
She also really likes the family atmosphere at 
AA.  “Arriving mid-school year in 2011, I 
found the amount of support from students, 
faculty, and parents was overwhelming̶in a 
very good way!  Everyone volunteered to 
help get me settled, gathered together 
supplies, and each person made me feel 
welcome,” Ms. Ray said.  The outpouring of 
support made a huge difference and was a 
big help for a new teacher.   
Ms. Ray loves seeing her students grow and 
mature each year̶a real advantage to 
having all grade levels in a single building.  
She also likes that AA gives students more 
opportunities to grow and try something new.  
Finding the best solution for every student 
means a lot to her.  
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Patriot Review

Proms 1989-2019
Which is your favorite?

1989:  A Christmas Fantasy
1990:  Camelot: The Enchanted Kingdom

1991:  Cruisin’ Thru the 60’s
1992:  A Night on the Boardwalk
1993:  The Night of the Dragon

1994:  Desperado
1995:  Mardi Gras Magic

1996:  Underwater Fantasy
1997:  An Evening in Bedrock

1998:   Almost Paradise
1999:  Moonlight and Roses

2000:  River to Romance
2001:  Caribbean Dream
2002:  A Medieval Night

2003:  Beneath the Paris Sky
2004:  A Night to Treasure

2005:  A Night Under the Stars
2006:  A Moment in Time
2007:  Egyptian Paradise
2008:  Island Rendezvous

2009:  A Night to Remember
2010:  A Night in New Orleans

2011:  Enchanted Amazon
2012:  Under the Sea
2013:  Casino Royale

2014:  The Enchanted Forest
2015:  A Night in Paris

2016:  Midnight Masquerade
2017:  The Great Gatsby

2018:  Footloose
2019:  Moonlight and Magnolias

Member of the class of 2018 pose in front of 
scenes from their prom, Footloose

Mr. Cooper̶“the prom king”̶has spent each of the past thirty years creating magic in the gym.  
At the beginning of the school year, he leads the junior class in choosing a theme for prom, 
which is then kept a secret until the big “reveal” on the morning of prom.   

“The biggest thrill is when the little kids come into the gym and see it all transformed,” Mr. 
Cooper said.  “Once, a child asked, ‘Where’d the gym go?’” 

The junior class takes over part of the gym and keeps it cloaked in mystery until the last day.  
The space is entirely transformed by the junior class, their parents and other volunteers.  In past 
years, the work was done during Spring Break and the prom was held immediately following 
Break.  But now the work is done over the course of a handful of weekend workshops where they 
design, cut, construct and paint.  The ceiling is covered in gossamer, streamers, and string lights 
transform the athletic arena. 

“Both the parents and the students really get into the work. It creates a good memory,” Mr. 
Cooper said. 

Popular themes in the past included New Orleans (1995 was Mardi Gras, 2010 was A Night in 
New Orleans), the sea (1996 was Underwater Fantasy, 2012 was Under the Sea),  Paris (as well as 
numerous other exotic destinations) and moonlight (1999 was Moonlight & Roses, 2005 was A 
Night Under the Stars, 2019 was Moonlight & Magnolias).  

So much effort is put into AA’s prom, that it seems wasteful to just use it for one short night.  
Years ago, the Academy routinely held a “Night After the Prom” dance for alumni, parents, and 
guests. Last year, this tradition was resurrected as “Spring Fling”̶an LPT fundraiser with a 
catered buffet and DJ.  And supporters will be glad to know that our LPT plans to hold “Spring 
Fling” again in 2020, so even more people can enjoy the magic. 

Members of the class fo 2020, and their dates, pose 
in front of Mr. Cooper’s 30th prom, Moonlight & 
Magnolias

Three Decades of Prom 
Art teacher, Dennis Cooper, has been working on the AA prom since 1989
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Patriot Annual Report
A dedicated group of alumni, parents, and friends donated a total of $80,903.18 to the Amelia 
Academy Annual Fund during this year’s campaign that extended from July 1, 2018, through June 
30, 2019. This support helped bridge the gap between tuition and the real cost of the Academy’s 
operation. 
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FOUNDERS CIRCLE $5000+ 
Anderson Well Drilling 
Aubrey & Christine Anderson 
Mike & Teresa Carwile 
Stephen Lane (’71) 

PATRIOT SOCIETY $2500+ 
Ashman Brother’s Farming LLC 
Nellie Keener, in memory of C. Wayne Keener 
Newcombe and Son Holdings 
Charles & Jane (Fleming ’75) Pruitt, in memory of Billy & 
Clara Fleming 

THE BLUE & MAROON CLUB $1000+ 
Amelia Lumber Company 
Kelly (’84) & Angela Anderson 
B&M Truck Repairs LLC 
Down Below LLC 
Tom & Jennifer (Hix ’98) Hayghe 
Hillsman-Hix Florist 
Hillman-Hix Funeral Home 
Charles & Kathy Mugler 
R&J Investment LLC 
L.O. & Eva Scott 
Scott Wood Inc. 
Gene & Mary Nell (Blanton ‘71) Tatum 
R.M. Watkins & Sons, Inc. 
Tony & Terri (Anderson ’81) Wood, in honor of Aubrey 
and Christine Anderson 

GIFTS OF $500+ 
Anderson Brothers Lumber 
James & Gladys Bennett 
Mark (‘90) & Stephanie Borum 
Borum Electrical, Plumbing, & Heating, Inc. 
Coverly Wood Products 
Dominion Energy Charitable Foundation 
The Farmers Daughter 
Grub Hill Transport 
Alan & Misty Jones 
Thurston Spring Service 
Carla Waldron, in honor of Emma and Burkely Waldron 

GIFTS OF $100+ 
Frances Anderson, in memory of Thomas H. Anderson 
Joe & Virginia Anderson 
Capital One Services LLC 
Alan & Leigh Ann Chambers 
Mrs. Jane Daniel 
Jack & Norma Easter, in memory of Linda Duncan 
William J. Faeth 
Reggie Flippin, in memory of Peggy Flippin 
Nunnally J. & Lois Hall, Jr.  
Gordon Harvie 
Jim & Carol Hix 
Barry Jarck (’82) 
Karen McGill (’82) 
Parker Oil 
Dustin & Jesse Roberts, in memory of Walter Duncan 
Jack & Carol Vaughan 

Mr. and Mrs. Preston R. Willson 

OTHER GIFTS 
Charles Boepple 
Integrity Real Estate, in memory of Shirley Goodman 
Jody Harvey, in honor of Johnathan and Alaina 
Chambers 

IN KIND GIFTS 
Anderson Signs 
Aubrey & Christine Anderson 
Kelly (’84) & Angela Anderson 
John & Mary Rose Leder 
Jason & Mary Margaret Morris 
Gene & Mary Nell (Blanton ‘71) Tatum 
Jason Wright 

IN MEMORY OF REUBEN L. BLANTON JR. 
Joe & Virginia Anderson 
Kelly (‘84) & Angela Anderson 
Amelia County Farm Bureau  
Arthur Munden Hunt Club 
Dr. and Mrs. Herbert R. Boyd Jr. 
Charles & Frances Eanes 
Easter Design Inc. 
Mr. and Mrs. Howard Easter 
Robert & Janice Falcone 
Eugene R. Goodwyn 
William E. Hardy (’74) 
Integrity Real Estate 
Nellie Keener  
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Lane  
Albert & Marsha (Barnard ‘70) Lipes  
Wanda Barnard Marable ’73 
Mike & Harriet Noel  
N. C. & Janie Olgers 
John & Pamela Roberts Sr. 
Rev. and Mrs. Darwood Rowan 
L.O. & Eva Scott 
Rose Smith 
Gene & Mary Nell (Blanton ‘71) Tatum 
Owen R. Walker 
Robert & Anita Whiting  
Mildred Willson 
Mr. and Mrs. Preston R. Willson  
Sandra & Lelia Zaun 

IN MEMORY OF EVA SCOTT  
Judge G. Steven Agee 
Aubrey & Christine Anderson 
Kelly (’84) & Angela Anderson 
Seth Anderson 
Amelia Family Campground 
Paula K. Bass 
Blue Ribbon Surveryors LLC 
Chris and Carol (Senger ‘84) Chambers 
Colonial Forest Products 
John T. & Ann J. Courter 
John William Crews 
Diorio Forest Products 

Reggie Flippin 
Thomas & Shirley Flippin 
Otho & Ada Fraher 
Michael & Sharon Garber 
Hard Luck Hunt Club Inc. 
Taylor (’74) and Pam (Anderson ’74) Harvie 
Hillman-Hix Funeral Home 
Hudgins Real Estate Inc. 
Mr. Richard Hughes 
Mr. Riley E. Ingram 
Nellie Keener 
Susan Lascolette 
Albert & Marsha (Barnard ‘70) Lipes  
James & Elizabeth Maust 
Morgan Lumber Company Inc. 
Roger & Margaret Morrow 
Robert & Gwyneth Parsons 
Stephen & Brenda Payne 
Powhatan Hunt Club 
Charles & Jane (Fleming ’75) Pruitt 
Mrs. Anne W. Quicke 
T.C. & Anne Reames 
Donald and Sherry (Jackson ‘86) Reynolds 
John & Pamela Roberts 
Richard & Norma Roadcap 
Sam’s Hunt Club 
Southern Commonwealth Friends of the NRA 
Wendy Sweeney 
Gene and Mary Nell (Blanton ‘71) Tatum 
Sandy & Evelyn Tucker 
John D. Tuerck 
Virginia Forestry Association 
Virginia House of Delegates 
R. Lee & Kathleen Ware 
Judge and Mrs. Thomas Vaden Warren  
R.M. Watkins & Sons, Inc. 
Rick & Lisa Watkins 
J. Larry Williamson 
Robert & Wilma Willis 
Mr. and Mrs. Preston R. Willson 
Samuel & Anne West 
Jimmy & Lelia Zaun 
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